January Newsletter 2026

MUSINGS OF OUR PASTOR: THAT’'S A GOOD QUESTION

CHURCH wg\ ._2' « NAZARENE

One day my uncle died but was brought back from the dead by doctors. During the time he was dead, he
remembers seeing Jesus. If you had the opportunity, what would you do? My uncle decided to ask Jesus
a question. Of all the questions he could have asked the question he chose fit him. He asked Jesus if they
would ever find the missing link. Jesus’ answer was a simple “No.”

The fact that he got any answer from Jesus at all was amazing. In the Bible we have record of Jesus being
asked 183 questions. Despite being asked that many questions, He only answered 3. Not a very high
percentage.

On the other hand, Jesus asked 307 questions. Many of these questions were in response to questions that
Jesus was asked. Instead of answering the question put to Him, he turned around and asked the questioner
a question. An example is Mark 4:38-40.

Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on a cushion. The disciples woke him and said to him,
“Teacher, don’t you care if we drown?”

39 He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, “Quiet! Be still!” Then the wind died
down and it was completely calm.

40 He said to his disciples, “Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?”

If you wonder why He did this, maybe it is because they were asking the wrong question, and Jesus was
pointing them to the question that really mattered.

Today, there are a lot of people asking questions about religious stuff, and many of them will give you
their answer as well. The internet is full of them. Some of these may be very important questions, but I
wonder if maybe we often ask the wrong questions.

Beginning on January 4, we are going to begin a new sermon series called “Questions Asked by Jesus.”
We will look directly at 7 questions that Jesus asked. These may not be the same questions we might ask
of Him, but maybe they are the questions we really need to be focused on. Only when the right question
is asked will the right answer be discovered.

You may wonder if we are only going to look at 7 questions Jesus asked, what about the other 300 He
asked? Do you think I am going to do all the work for you? I am hoping to whet your appetite so that
you will go exploring on your own. You never know how a good question might just change your life.
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e WCC NEws AND UPDATES

oeNEWS ITEMS:

2026 Bible Reading: Plan now to be in God’s Word every day of 2026. You can pick up
a hard copy of the 2026 Bible Reading Plan at the welcome center, or it is available on the
church app. You will read a third of the Old Testament and the entire New Testament along
with Psalms in a year.

Offering for Cuba: A group of 15 from WCC will be headed to Cuba Feb. 23 - March 2,
2026. The conditions there continue to be difficult for the Cuban people. Food is hard to
come by, electricity and water are frequently not available, and the economy of Cuba is in
shambles. On top of that is the destruction from hurricane Melissa. These circumstances
affect pastors even more since they do not have good standing with the government. At
the same time, the church is growing as the people look to God for help at this critical time.

Instead of a regular construction project and construction funds, we will be sharing the love
of God with the people through VBS with children and other ministry opportunities. This
time, the money we supply will be used to help pastors with expenses like sending their
kids to school, as well as other needs, along with helping fund the ministry needs of Cuban
churches in the Eastern part of Cuba.

We are still accepting donations to go towards the Cuba ministry project. The project funds
for a Work and Witness trip are set at $10,000.00 and we are currently at $7,119.

Membership Class: Pastor Mark is making plans for a membership class. Date and time
will be based on availability of participants. The class is for those who are interested in
becoming official members of WCC and those who want to know more about WCC and the
Church of the Nazarene. Please let Pastor Mark know if you are interested.

Worldwide ReFit Class: Join the world’s largest workout on Friday, Jan. 2, at 7:00 p.m.
You can join Amy Mickan at the church for a worldwide 60-minute workout. Bring a friend
and start 2026 off right by getting fit together.

Fellaship: Men’s Fellaship will meet on Saturday, January 3™, at 8:30 AM at the church.
This is a great time to invite a guy friend to join you and meet the men of WCC and enjoy
a great breakfast together.

Prayer Ministry: Our prayer ministry under the leadership of Julie Hill is up and going.
There are tables at each side of the front of the sanctuary where you can submit prayer
requests before, during, or after the service, as well as the names of unsaved loved ones
you would like the prayer team to pray for.

We now have a prayer team but would love to add more prayer warriors. If you are on this
team, you will get more emails and texts than the rest of the church concerning prayer
requests and praises. Please contact Julie Hill at prayer@wccnaz.org if you wish to be a
part of the prayer team.
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The prayer room is now open and available for use at any time. You are welcome to pray
there before, during, or after church, and even during the week when the office is open.
There will be prayer requests posted there for you to pray for and a box for you to add any
prayer request that you may have.

Wednesday Night Prayer Service: There is prayer service every Wednesday night at
7:00 PM. Everyone is welcome. This is a time to corporately give praises for the things God
is doing and also to lift up our prayer requests. We especially want to lift up our not yet
saved loved ones and the needs of our church family and how WCC can see those around
us come to know Jesus. We end our prayer time each week with communion.

Day of Fasting: The first Wednesday of January is the 7 and this will be our day of
prayer and fasting as a church. You are encouraged to fast from 5:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
then join us for prayer at the church at 7:00 p.m. You are welcome to join us for prayer
even if you are not able to fast. Below are some things to pray for:

Praises:

e We praise God for a great Advent season.
e We praise God that Ruth Henhshaw has recovered well from her hip surgery.

Individual Concerns:

¢ Shayla Witt-Easterling’s aunt has not recovered following complications from a medical
procedure. They are looking at removing her from medical equipment and placing her on
palliative care. She is an organ donor.

e Don Kentch’s sister has been able to leave the hospital where she is receiving
palliative care.

e The Edwards family is sick with the flu.

e Pastor Mark’s mom is hospitalized from the flu but has improved greatly and is waiting to go to a
facility for therapy.

e Hector Vazquez continues to seek employment.

e Sunday Ojajuni has been sick since returning from Nigeria. Please keep their
business concerns in Nigeria in prayer as well.

e Sue Norwood is going through treatment for rectal cancer.

e Continue to keep Janelle Herrera and her children in prayer as they continue to
seek a resolution of their custody situation.

e Continue to keep Jacklyn Maglasang in prayer as she waits for surgery.

Corporate Concerns:

e Pray for the people of Nigeria, especially those who are Christians, as they face
persecution.

e Pray for the people of Cuba following hurricane Melissa and the upcoming mission
trip at the end of Feb. 2026.

e Pray for our Hispanic ministry as Hector Vazquez helps us get refocused.

e Pray for our ministry to the 333 Holly Apartments. Circumstances at the apartment
complex have put this on hold until January.

e Pray for our church as we enter into a new year and seek God’s guidance. New
leaders will be elected in February. Pray for God’s guidance in this process.

e Pray that the new families that have visited in our services will choose to make
Woodlands Community Church their church home.
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e For the Holy Spirit to draw our unsaved family members to salvation, put people in
their lives who will encourage them in faith, and guide us on how we might reach out
to them.

e That the Holy Spirit will move in a powerful way in our services through worship and
the Word.

e That God would place not yet saved people into our lives and that the Holy Spirit
would give us the courage to speak and the right words to say.

Men’s Bible Study: Men are invited to come out to the church for a Men’s Bible study.
In January, the Bible study will meet on Thursday the 8th and Thursday the 22" from 7:00
PM - 8:30 PM. We are studying the book of Romans, and all men are welcome and
encouraged to attend.

Sewing/Craft Classes: Our group of crafty ladies are making some changes in the new
year. They will be meeting the second and fourth Fridays of the month at 1:00 PM. Their
main focus will be on sewing, including giving sewing lessons for beginners and those that
want to improve their current sewing skills. You may also bring a project of any type that
you are currently working on. All are welcome to come and join in the fellowship. The dates
for January are the 9" and the 23,

NDI Council Meeting: The NDI Council will meet on Sunday, January 11%, following the
morning service. Jean Altic will be sending out an email regarding the meal and the last
meeting’s minutes. Department Heads should be prepared to give an update of what has
been happening in their area and plans they have for upcoming activities.

Prime Time Luncheon: If you are 55 or older, you are invited to gather with our Prime
Time group at Olive Gardens located at 26715 IH-45 S in The Woodlands on Monday,
January 12. They will meet at 11:30 to beat the lunch crowd.

Family Game Night: The Prime-Time group may host it, but game night is for the entire
family. Some people like traditional games and some like more modern games. No matter
what your preference of game style, someone will be willing to try it with you. Come out at
6:30 p.m. on January 15%, bring a snack to share, and join in the fun.

Live Beth Moore Bible Study: Beth Moore will be hosting a in person Bible Study at
The Met on Thursday evenings from January 15 - February 12. The services will begin at
7:00 PM. The study is titled “Artistry and Mystery: A Look at the Book of Job”. If you are
interested in attending and would like to carpool, please see Tammy Eby.

Young Adults Game Night: All young adults are invited to Alan and Kathy Edward’s
home on the third Saturday of each month. You can expect a night of fun, food, and
fellowship. In January, they will be meeting on Saturday the 17% at 7:00 PM. Please see
Kathy or Alan for more details.

Board Meeting: Our church board will meet on Monday, January 19, at 6:30 PM. Please
keep them in prayer as they discuss business matters pertaining to the church and ministry
items to reach our community.
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WR Tacos and Testimonies: Our ladies will be meeting on Saturday, January 24, for
a time of Tacos and Testimonies. The event will start at 4:00 PM but sign in will begin at
3:30 PM. There will be a time of worship and hearing testimonies and also a time of learning
how to give your own testimony. There will be plenty of tacos to consume and fellowship
with your sisters in Christ. The cost is $5.00 and you can register in the church foyer or at
bit.ly/tacotestimony.

All Church Super Bowl Party: Plans are underway for a Superbowl! party on Feb. 8.
Stay tuned for more information.

Mortgage Fund: In September we transitioned from the Future Fund to our Mortgage
Fund. In December, $4,320 was given toward our mortgage payment freeing up that same
amount for ministry. Since more than $3,000 was given, $1,320 went directly to the
principle. You are invited to join us as we continue to faithfully seek God’s guidance in our
finances.

Church App: We have a church app. You may access this newsletter, our church bulletin,
our calendar and much more through our church app. Click on this link to access it and
then download it to your home screen based on your phone’s setup procedure. If you need
help, see Sidney Arel or Pastor Mark.

Church Calendar: You can add the churches google calendar to your own device with
this link. It is updated frequently with information on church events.

eUPCOMING EVENTS:

Jan 1: New Year’s Day Jan 21: Prayer Service

Jan 2: Worldwide ReFit Class Jan 22: Men’s Bible Study

Jan 3: Fellaship Jan 22: Beth Moore Bible Study
Jan 7: Prayer and Fasting Jan 23: Sewing/Craft Classes

Jan 8: Men’s Bible Study Jan 24: WR Tacos & Testimonies
Jan 9: Sewing/Craft Classes Jan 28: Prayer Service

Jan 11: NDI Council Meeting Jan 29: Beth Moore Bible Study
Jan 12: Prime Time Lunch Feb 8: All Church Super Bowl Party
Jan 14: Prayer Service Feb. 23-March 2: Cuba Mission Trip
Jan 15: Game Night (by Prime Time) April 3: Good Friday

Jan 15: Beth Moore Bible Study April 5: Easter Sunday

Jan 17: Young Adult Game Night April 22-24: District Assembly

Jan 19: Board Meeting
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A calendar with updated event information can be found at wccnaz.org or on the
church app.

e WCC DECEMBER STATISTICS
oFINANCES:

Fully Funded Budget March 2025 - Feb. 2026: $271,550

Needed Monthly: $23,000

Income for December: $14,542 (This figure includes general tithes and offerings only. It does not include
Future Fund or items not budgeted like ticket sales.)

Income YTD: $202,523

Faith Promise Goal: $22,000
Faith Promise YTD: $8,840

Mortgage Fund:

Mortgage Fund Received in December: $4,320
Mortgage Remaining: $395,418

eDECEMBER ATTENDANCE:

Sunday School and Discipleship

Sunday School:17

Discipleship:56

Total:64 (Average Unique Participants Each Week)
Participants:136 (Unique Participants in December)

Worship

WCC In-Person Worship:69
Estimate Worshippers Online:9
Total:78
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