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Introduction 
 

 

When we think of Christmas, there are many sights and sounds 

that come pouring into our minds.  Perhaps it is the smell of 

Christmas dinner, Christmas goodies baking in the kitchen, or 

maybe a fresh cut tree.  Or perhaps what comes to mind is the 

sound of the family singing Christmas carols, reading the 

Christmas story, or the sound of children excited on Christmas day.  

As these things come to mind, we realize that one thing that ties 

most of our Christmas memories together is home. 

That is why when we hear the song, “I’ll Be Home For 

Christmas”, it creates such a longing to be home for Christmas.  

Once again, we want to capture those moments, to relive them all 

over again.  Home for Christmas is our dream. 

This Christmas we have tried to capture that longing through 

our theme “Home for Christmas”.  We want the feeling of being 

home at Christmas to come alive once again in our church services 

and in our homes. 

Now I understand that not everyone has the same memories.  

Not all of us remember Christmas as such a warm, loving time.  It 

is also true that in some of our lives, things have changed and as 

we look at the future, we realize that because of the way things are 

today, we cannot relive the past.  However, I also understand that 

we have a great God who has the future in His hands.  I believe 

that it is He who is inviting us to come “Home for Christmas” this 

year. 

Just remember, if we are to come home, it will mean taking a 

journey.  We cannot go somewhere without moving from where 

we are.  I must warn you that the journey may be a little bumpy at 

times, but the journey will be worth it when you reach your 

journey’s destination. 

 

We have included in these devotions personal reflections on 

what Home For Christmas means.  As you will see, it means a little 

something different to each of us.  Take time to reflect on what it 
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means to you.  It may be that it will take on a whole new meaning 

as we go through these devotions together.    

 

As you read these devotions, you will discover that they are 

designed for a family setting.  That does not mean that they cannot 

be just as meaningful for individual devotions.  If you are doing 

these alone, you may want to consider journaling your thoughts in 

place of the family discussion. 

As these devotions were written, they were written from the 

perspective that those using them are Christians and that God is 

actively working in their lives.  I know, however, that some of you 

are still at the point of being seekers after salvation.  As you go 

through these devotions, you may discover that you want to be 

more than just a seeker.  If so, I have provided a simple plan of 

salvation in the back of this book.  If you pray the prayer there, let 

me encourage you to speak with me or another Christian about 

your decision, so that we can rejoice with you and be there to help 

you in your first days as a new Christian. 

Are you ready for what God is going to do this Christmas 

season?  Then join me as together we discover just what it means 

to be “Home for Christmas”. 

 

Rev. Mark Eby 
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Calendar of Events 
 

First Sunday of Advent: Join us on Sunday, Nov. 28, as we kick 

off our theme for Advent this year, “Home for Christmas.”  In our 

morning service we will be introduced to the Jones family who 

will help us understand what “Home for Christmas” is about.  This 

is the day to begin our devotions together. 

 

Christmas Decorating:  We will be decorating our church for 

Christmas on December 3 & 4.  Contact Kate Pinelo for details. 

 

Teen and Young Adult Christmas Party:  On Sunday, December 

5, after the morning service, teens and young adults are invited to 

the home of Pastor Mark and Tammy for lunch and a Christmas 

party.  Those who bring a gift will be able to participate in “Dirty 

Santa.”  These gifts should be something a young person would 

want and no more than $10.     

 

Pinata Party:  On Friday night, December 10, at 7:00, everyone is 

invited to attend a special Christmas celebration.  You are invited 

to bring your own handmade pinata for the competition or come 

see the ones created by your church family.  This is a celebration 

for all ages.    

 

Fellaship: The men will be gathering on Saturday, Dec. 11 at the 

church for food, inspiration and fellowship.  Men of all ages are 

welcome to attend. 

 

Young Adult Ice-skating Party:  On Saturday, December 11, the 

young adults will be going ice skating at The Ice Rink at The 

Woodlands Town Center.  See Tammy Eby for more details and to 

sign up.  
 

Happy Birthday Jesus:  This Christmas, the ladies of WCC and 

CCW are inviting everyone to join them in celebrating the birth of 

Jesus by providing gifts to the ladies and children served by the 

Pregnancy Assistance Center North.  These gifts need to be 

delivered to the church by December 12 for a time of celebration.   
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Cook’s Journey Group:  The Journey Group that meets at the 

home of the Cooks will be on Dec. 12 at 6:00 P.M. 

 

Ladies Christmas Party:  On Monday, December 13, there will 

be a Reason for the Season Christmas party for ladies at the church 

from 6:00 – 9:00.  There will be an ornament exchange of no more 

than $5 value.  Please invite a friend. 
 

Ladies Crafts:  On Tuesday, December 14, all ladies are invited to 

a time of crafts at the church at 1:00 P.M. 

 

Board Dinner:  On December 17th, Board members, staff, and 

their spouses, are invited to the home of Pastor Mark and Tammy 

for Christmas Dinner. 
 

Young Adult Journey Group:  The Young Adults will have their 

Journey Group at the home of Pastor Mark and Tammy on 

December 19 following the morning service.  Lunch will be 

provided. 
 

Children’s Christmas Party:  WCC and CCW will come together 

for a special celebration with our children on Sunday night, 

December 19, at 6:00.  The children will present the Christmas 

story followed by a time of refreshments.   
 

Christmas Eve Service:  On Friday, Dec. 24th, there will be a 

special candlelight Christmas service at 6:00.  The evening will 

begin with Christmas hors d’oeuvres, followed by a time of 

caroling together, a Christmas devotion, and communion. 

 

Combined Christmas Service:  On Sunday, December 26, WCC 

and CCW will come together for a special Christmas service at 

11:00.  

 

New Year’s Eve Celebration:  On Friday, December 31, there 

will be a special New Year’s Eve celebration beginning at 7:00.  

We will begin with a special devotional service followed by a fun 

time playing games together. 
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The Advent Wreath 
 

 Advent is a time of expectation.  This is symbolized not only 

by the four-week period of preparation, but also by the lighting of 

a new Advent candle on each Sunday of the season.  The flame of 

each new candle reminds the worshiper that something is 

happening, but something more is still to come.  The Advent 

season will not be complete until all four candles are lighted, with 

the central Christ candle also burning brightly on Christmas Eve or 

Christmas Day. 

 There is symbolism in the color of the candles in the Advent 

wreath.  The three purple candles symbolize the coming of Christ 

from the royal line of David.  He is coming as King of Kings as 

well as Prince of Peace.  The pink candle is lighted on the third 

Sunday of the Advent season.  This candle symbolizes joy. 

 A progression is noted in the lighting of the Advent candles, 

beginning with the first, symbolizing expectation.  The second 

reminds us that we are involved in a season of preparation for the 

celebration of the coming of Christ.  Proclamation is the theme of 

the third candle as we proclaim that Christ brought joy to the world 

when He appeared.  The revelation of God’s love for all 

humankind is portrayed by the lighting of the fourth candle.  The 

culmination of the season comes on Christmas Eve or Christmas 

Day, as the Christ candle is lighted.  We rejoice over the fact that 

the promise of long ago has now been fulfilled. 
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Reflection 1 
(Danny Rankins) 

 

Christmas has always been my favorite holiday.  As I get older 

the reasons have changed.  One thing I do know, through every 

stage of my life, Christmas means home. 

As a child and being part of a large family, that home was my 

maternal grandparent’s home in Houston.  My grandparents, 

having 8 children, meant that I had a lot of cousins.  We would all 

gather on Christmas eve to have our family Christmas and then 

Santa would visit overnight.  It was not easy going to sleep those 

nights.  All of us cousins would spend the evening in one large 

room with our sleeping bags discussing and guessing at what 

would be waiting by our stockings for us in the morning.  Finally 

sleep would come and we would all drift off. 

The smell of bacon and eggs cooking would eventually cause 

us to start stirring and once one or two of us realized it was 

Christmas morning, we would all start to wake each other and head 

downstairs to check on our loot.  I don’t remember any one 

Christmas morning, just the collective thought that my whole 

family was there, together, celebrating the coming of Jesus. 

Through time we all have started our own families and 

traditions.  Christmas for me is now usually spent with a smaller 

gathering of my immediate family.  We meet at my house most 

years with mine and my wife’s brothers and their families.  Where 

I was once staying up late in anticipation of Santa, I now stay up 

late in anticipation of the little ones going to sleep so I can help 

Santa. 

Being the receiver and giver, I can honestly say I enjoy being 

the latter more.  Setting things out and then being able to see the 

surprise on the kids’ faces when they wake up Christmas morning 

to find the things just for them, warms my heart. 

As a father, the time spent with family is what warms my heart 

the most year after year; gathering to remember loved ones gone 

on and creating new stories and traditions. 

I feel that maybe this is just a glimpse of what our Heavenly 

Father feels.  He gave us the gift of His Son in anticipation of us 
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waking up and discovering this gift is just for us.  The best part, by 

accepting this gift, we are part of the family of God and will 

always get to be together and will one day all be home for 

Christmas. 
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Invitation To Come Home 
 (Light 1 purple candle each night this week) 

 

An invitation to come home may sound strange.  Most people 

do not need an invitation to come home.  They understand that the 

door is always open.  I remember that at my parent’s home the key 

continued to be where it had always always been.  I did not need 

an invitation. 

When you think of home, is an invitation necessary?  Perhaps 

you are the oldest member of the family.  Do the younger family 

members need an invitation to come home? 

The invitation this week to come home for Christmas is from a 

family member.  It is your Heavenly Father who invites you to 

experience the feelings of home this Christmas.  Are you ready to 

accept His invitation?  Are you ready for the journey home? 

 

 

Come Thou Long Expected Jesus 

 

Come, Thou long expected Jesus, 

Born to set Thy people free. 

From our fears and sins release us; 

Let us find our strength in Thee. 

Israel’s Strength and Consolation, 

Hope of all the earth Thou art- 

Dear Desire of ev’ry nation, 

Joy of ev’ry longing heart! 

 

Born Thy people  to deliver, 

Born a Child and yet a king, 

Born to reign in us forever, 

Now Thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By Thine own eternal Spirit, 

Rule in all our hearts alone. 

By Thine all sufficient merit, 

Raise us to Thy glorious throne. 
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 Sun. Nov. 28:  Read Isaiah 32:15-18 

The prophet Isaiah speaks of a time when God will bring His 

people home.  Describe what this Home will be like 

according to verse 18.  Does this home sound appealing to 

you? 

This week we are going to spend time reflecting on what home 

means so that we can recognize it when we get there.  What 

it is not is a building.  The building is just a house.  While 

our thoughts of home are often associated with a building, 

home is not a building.  Those who have moved often in 

their lives will probably understand this very well.   

Share what home means to you.  Some of the things that will 

come to your mind will be simple things, but make sure to 

take time to delve deep into what really makes a house a 

home.  Some of these things may be what you have 

experienced.  Some of these things may be what you are 

longing to discover. 

Prayer:  Heavenly Father, as we enter this Christmas season, 

we are excited by Your invitation to experience what it 

means to be at home.  Help us to be open to where this 

journey home will take us.  Amen.  

 

Mon. Nov. 29:  Read Matthew 1:1-17 

I know that for many people, this is one of their least favorite 

passages of scripture.  It appears to be just a long list of 

names.  However, as we look at family, we realize that this 

list shows that Jesus belonged.  He was born as a baby into 

a family. 

How far back can you trace your family tree?  There is quite a 

bit that I know about my roots.  I am proud to be a part of 

the Eby family.  But there is something else that is special.  

I know that I belong to this family. 

Why would it be important to know there is a family you 

belong to?  Do you feel like there is a family you belong 

to?  If there is a family you belong to, then take time to 

praise God.  If you do not feel like there is a family you 
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belong to, then let God know how you feel, then watch to 

see how he will meet your need. 

Prayer: Thank you Father for providing a place where I can 

belong.   Amen. 

 

Tues. Nov. 30: Read Genesis 7:11-23 

When I think of home, I think of safety.  I chose this passage, 

even though it is not a Christmas story, because Noah’s 

family really proved this to be true.  When the world was in 

chaos, Noah provided his family safety. 

For us in the United States, a flood is probably not a threat at 

Christmas time.  At Christmas we think more of snow.  

Often the image in the movies is of being snowed in at 

Christmas.  I picture home as a place with a warm fire in 

the fireplace and the family all around talking and laughing 

together.  They are safe from the cold outside.  How does 

this image make you feel? 

For Noah’s family, it was more than just safety from the flood.  

I wonder how much teasing his sons took.  The world for 

them was probably a very cruel place.  How do you think 

people treated them? 

Home was a different story.  Here they felt safe and secure.  

Remember this is more than just physical safety.  

Emotional safety is also very important.  What do you think 

a safe environment at home would be like?  Do you feel 

safe at home?  If you feel safe, take time to give thanks to 

God.  If you do not feel safe, ask God to provide you a 

place to feel safe. 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, Thank You for safe homes.  May our 

home always provide a safe environment for every member 

of the family. Amen. 

 

Wed. Dec. 1: Read Proverbs 22:6 

One of the things we think of at Christmas, especially as kids, 

is the naughty and nice list.  Santa is watching, and he is 

judging us.  Have you ever been afraid that you might be 

on his naughty list? 



12 

The world is full of people ready to judge us.  It often seems 

like all people can see in us is our faults.  Home is 

different.  Home is where we find those who believe in us.  

They know we have our faults, but they are pulling for us.  

They are there to help us become all that we can be. 

Do you ever feel like people are judging you?  Do you feel 

support at home?  What could help your home be more of a 

supporting environment? 

If you feel support at home, take time to give God thanks.  If 

you do not feel support at home, ask God to provide a place 

of support for you.  God cares, and He is ready to supply 

what you need. 

Prayer:  Father, the world can be a cruel place.  Thanks for the 

people in my life who believe in me and support me as I 

become who you would have me to be.  Amen 

 

Thurs. Dec. 2:  Read Matthew 7:9-12 

As I think of Christmas as a child, there is one thing I always 

knew for sure, there would be presents.  Maybe Santa 

would not come because I had been naughty, but I knew 

that my parents would have gifts for me. 

Has there ever been a time in your life when you really did not 

deserve gifts?  If you received gifts anyway, why did they 

give them to you?  You might say they had to because they 

were your parents.  The reality is, they did so because of 

unconditional love.  How important is unconditional love? 

Home is a place you should always be able to find 

unconditional love.  If you have experienced unconditional 

love at home, thank God for this blessing.  If you have not 

felt this kind of love, pray that God will provide this love in 

your life.  This is his desire for your life. 

How are you at giving unconditional love?  Pray that God will 

grant you the ability to love unconditionally, the same way 

He has loved you. 

Prayer:  Thank You Father for the love I have found in my life.  

May I in turn love unconditionally.  Amen. 
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Fri. Dec. 3:  Read Genesis 33:1-11 

The story in our passage today is about two brothers seeing 

each other for the first time after being apart.  It sounds a 

lot like a Christmas reunion as gifts are shared and they 

catch up on what has happened since they last were 

together. 

When we think of coming home for Christmas, we realize that 

we can only come home if we have left home.  Why might 

someone have left home?  Remember there can be good 

reasons as well as bad reasons. 

Christmas is a time of reestablishing the bonds of family.  It is 

a time of sharing together what has been taking place in the 

lives of each family member.  It is an opportunity to rejoice 

with those who rejoice and to share in the sorrow of those 

who grieve.  It is also a time to offer forgiveness where it is 

needed.  Home is a forever place, a place where you can 

always come back.  Why is this important?  Are there 

family members you are looking forward to seeing this 

Christmas?  Are there things you are looking forward to 

sharing with others in the family?  Is there a relationship 

that needs healing? 

If you have a forever kind of family, thank God for such a great 

blessing.  If you do not have this kind of family, take time 

to let God know your need.  He is faithful and will supply 

all we need.   

Prayer:  Heavenly Father, forever families are so important.  

Thank You for what You are supplying in my life.   Amen. 

 

Sat. Dec. 4:  Read Matthew 7:24-27 

This week we have looked at what a family should be.  We 

have seen that it is a place where you belong, a place of 

safety, a place of support not judgment, a place of 

unconditional love, and a family that is forever.  As you 

remember what we have looked at, which one of these 

things means the most to you as we approach Christmas? 

While we have presented the ideal, we also know that there are 

families out there in which their homes do not look like 

this.  How would you say that your family compares to the 
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ideal family?  Is there an area you would like to see your 

family work on together? 

For some this has been painful this week.  Your family is far 

from the ideal.  Before you give up, let me remind you that 

Christmas is about miracles.  As we move forward, I 

encourage you to look to the future with hope.  God 

believes in family.  He knows what you need.  He is ready 

to supply your needs. 

Prayer:  Father, thank You for the hope we have as we look at 

the future.  You know our needs, and You are ready to 

supply them.  I praise You for Your faithfulness.   Amen 
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Reflection 2 
(Jeannette Kentch) 

 

What does Home for Christmas mean to me?  

It’s not a simple answer for me.  My initial thoughts drift to 

memories of my childhood.  Holidays were with relatives and 

friends, however, that description doesn’t give justice to the entire 

Christmas at home experience that I loved.  It was a time of 

anticipation!  We prepared for all the Advent activities, decorated 

the house, and spent weeks cooking & baking a smorgasbord for a 

feast and tasty hors d’oeuvres for our annual open house! 

Christmas Eve, we would gather around the coffee table and read 

the Christmas story while each of us took a turn lighting the advent 

candles.  Of course, there were gifts and Christmas Dinner, 

followed by a time of playing games.  These and many other 

traditions were carried into my own family as an adult. 

I never once felt alone.  At least not until I became a single 

mom, which forced an adaptation to long-loved traditions and at 

times, celebrations were held after special calendar days.  Home 

for Christmas had taken on a different meaning - learning to let go 

and trust God with my precious jewels.  Learning to celebrate the 

advent season while struggling with loneliness.  Home for 

Christmas changed again when blending two families with 

different traditions and creating new & unique traditions.  Oyster 

stew along with delicate hors d’oeuvres, white lights versus 

colored lights, TSO Concerts, 2 traditional Jell-O Salads, 

Christmas Eve Service, game nights, lots of personalities, and 

Advent readings. 

Now an empty nester which leads to more change in defining 

what it means to be Home for Christmas.  When the kids are home, 

they insist that nothing is different, that each tradition is followed.  

My heart is full.  However, they are grown and spread out across 

the country.  Our home is always open, yet they want us to be in 

their homes for Christmas and take part in what it means to be 

home for Christmas for them.  Secretly, I want them all at home, 

but I knowingly smile with inward gratitude.  These children of 

mine have carried many of the same customs into their families.  
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I’m comforted by seeing them take the lead in sharing the 

Christmas story in their own special ways.  It warms my heart as 

they share with my grandchildren.  One day, the grandchildren will 

do the same with their families.  I feel at home in this knowledge.  

While Home for Christmas has evolved throughout my life, I 

realize it’s not gifts or circumstances I remember most or what 

made home for Christmas special.  It’s the anticipation of hope.  

The sharing with loved ones.  The celebration of my Savior.  The 

knowledge of a Heavenly Home.  It’s carried with me wherever I 

may wonder and whatever season of life I’m in.  This is what 

Home for Christmas truly is for me. 
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Home Sweet Home  
(Light 2 purple candles each night this week) 

 

This is the week in which we traditionally focus on peace.  

Home Sweet Home would be a great title.  We think of snow 

gently falling outside as everything is covered in a white blanket.  

Inside a warm fire is dancing in the fireplace, and the smell of 

Christmas treats baking in the kitchen fills the air.  That is a scene 

of peace. 

This week however, we are going to deal with reality.  First, 

living in this part of Texas, we are not likely to have the white 

Christmas of postcards.  But second, the reality is that Christmas 

gatherings are not always a time of peace. 

You may wonder why we would focus on negative feelings this 

week.  The reason is that in order to have peace, we first must deal 

with reality.  When the angels sang peace on earth, this was not a 

promise that there would not be any struggles.  What it did mean 

was that Christ had come to deal with the issues, and by doing so 

bring peace. 

Let me encourage you to hang on this week, the best is yet to 

come. 

 

Away in a Manger 
 

Away in a manger no crib for a bed; 

The little Lord Jesus lay down His sweet head. 

The stars in the sky looked down where He lay; 

The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 

The cattle are lowing the baby awakes; 

But little Lord Jesus no crying He makes. 

I love Thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky; 

And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 
 

Be near me Lord Jesus, I ask Thee to stay; 

Close by me forever and love me I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care; 

And take us to Heaven to live with Thee there.  
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Sun. Dec. 5: Read Matthew 2:16-18 

This is a part of the Christmas story that we would like to 

forget.  We would love to be able to say after Jesus was 

born that everybody lived happily ever after.  But Jesus’ 

birth was no fairy tale.  He was born into the real world. 

What do you think life was like when Jesus was born?  What 

kind of struggles do you think families faced?  In what 

ways is life different today?  In what ways is life the same   

today?   

In many ways the struggles of life are still the same as they 

were when Jesus was born.  However, as we continue in 

our devotions the next couple of weeks, we will discover 

the difference Jesus’ birth made for our lives. 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, this world can really be a tough 

place to live at times.  Thank you for not leaving us alone to 

face it.  Thanks for sending your son.  Amen. 

 

Mon. Dec. 6:  Read Matthew 1:18-21 

When we think of the struggles that can destroy peace in a 

family, we recognize that the main destroyer of peace in the 

home is sin.  Can you think of ways that sin can destroy 

peace in the home? 

What makes this so important is that as we find in Romans 

3:23, all have sinned.  That means that every one of us has 

deserved a lump of coal for Christmas.  Can you think of a 

time this is what you deserved? 

To bring this subject nearer to home, do you deserve coal this 

Christmas?  Is there sin in your life that might be 

destroying the peace in your home this Christmas?  If so, 

this is why Jesus came, to save people from their sins.  If 

you need this salvation Jesus offers, or want to know more 

about it, turn to page 39. 

Perhaps it is not your sin that is destroying the peace, but the 

sin of someone else.  Your prayers make a difference.  The 

greatest gift you can offer them is your prayers that God 

will draw them to His Son for salvation. 
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If sin is not destroying peace in your home, then take time to 

give God thanks for what He has done in your family. 

Prayer: Father, I realize how destructive sin can be in a home.  

Thank You for providing Your Son as a means of our 

salvation.  Amen. 

 

Tues. Dec. 7: Read Matthew 2:1-5 

We have gone back today to the story we began the week with.  

Here we find how the story began.  Wisemen told King 

Herod about the birth of Jesus.  Now it appears that he 

wanted to worship Him, but as the story unfolds, we 

discover that his plans were more sinister, and he wanted to 

kill Him.  Why do you think that Herod wanted Jesus dead? 

Herod felt threatened by Jesus, but he also may have felt 

jealous.  Wisemen did not come see him when he was born.  

No prophet spoke of his birth.  The people had not long 

anticipated his coming like they did the Messiah. 

Jealousy is another thing that can destroy the peace in a home.  

It is an issue that sometimes causes scenes at Christmas.  It 

may show itself in one child breaking another child’s toy. 

When we get older, we might see it in how one family 

member belittles another.  Have you ever felt jealousy at 

Christmas?  Have you ever felt jealousy at other times in 

your relationships in your home? 

Remember, if you discover this is an issue in your home right 

now, Jesus has the answer.  If it is you who are struggling 

with jealousy, turn to page 39 for guidance.  If it is 

someone else who is struggling with jealousy, take time to 

pray for them.  God is able to bring healing in their life. 

If this is not an issue in your home, then give God thanks for 

what He has done. 

Prayer: Father, it is so easy at times to allow jealousy to mess 

up our relationships with others.  Thank You for providing 

forgiveness and healing power through Your Son.  Amen 

 

 

 

Wed. Dec. 8: Read Luke 2:1-7 
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Can you imagine how stressful this must have been for Mary 

and Joseph.  Here she was, ready to give birth and she had 

to make this long journey and then when she got there, she 

could find no place to stay.  Have you ever been on a trip 

and could not find a place to stay?  How stressful was this? 

Twice, my family moved at Christmas, and one other time we 

were trying to sell our house at Christmas.  You can 

imagine the stress this put on the Christmas holidays.  Can 

you think of stressful times your family has experienced at 

Christmas? 

Stress can be a real peace killer in families.  In the midst of the 

stress, they strike out at each other.  It is really not the 

family member they are upset at, but that is the way it 

seems.  It is so easy for stress to divide the home. 

Has stress ever been a problem in your home?  Could stress be 

a problem you are dealing with right now? 

 In Matthew 11:28, Jesus said, “come unto me all you who are 

weary and burdened and I will give you rest.”  He really 

means this.  The closer we are to Him, the more we are able 

to give our burdens to Him.  If you are interested in 

knowing more about how to begin a relationship with Jesus 

today, turn to page 39. 

If you already have a relationship with Jesus, spend some time 

with Him today, and let Him have the burdens that are 

stressing you.  He is so much more able to handle these 

things than you are. 

If stress is not an issue in your life or home right now, take 

time to thank God for what He has done. 

Prayer:  Heavenly Father, the world has a way of destroying 

our peace through stress.  Thank You Father for Your 

willingness to take our burdens from us.  Amen. 

 

Thurs. Dec. 9: Read Luke 9:46-48 

Christmas is for children, but it can also be ruined by children 

who never grew up.  Have you ever taken the time to count 

the gifts to make sure you got as many as everyone else, or 

checked to see how much was spent on you to make sure 

you did not get short changed?  This often happens when 
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we are children.  Our world is all about us.  But as the verse 

above tells us, there comes a time in our life where we need 

to grow up and realize that it is not all about us. 

Is there stress in your family because of the need to make sure 

everything comes out even?  Is there stress when your 

family gets together because everyone feels a burden to 

spend a certain amount on gifts even if they do not have the 

means to do so?   

Could there be someone in your family that has a greater need 

than others, and this Christmas might be an opportunity to 

bless them, not keep things equal?  What might you do to 

help them? 

Attitudes can sure rob our peace at Christmas.  While we 

cannot control the attitude of others, we can control our 

own attitude.  Let’s ask God to help us remember that it is 

not all about us.  This is a chance to bless others.   

Prayer: Heavenly Father, help me to remember your own 

example that first Christmas.  You did not come to receive 

but to give. Help me to see Christmas as an opportunity to 

bless others.  Amen.  

 

Fri. Dec. 10:  Read Matthew 2:19-23 

Tonight we return to the story that we started with.  Jesus was 

not killed by Herod because Joseph had taken Mary and the 

Baby to Egypt to escape, but now Herod is dead so they are 

ready to return to Israel.  However, because of Herod’s son 

Archelaus, they were afraid to live in Judea, so they took 

Jesus outside of Judah proper and lived in Galilee.  Why do 

you think they were afraid? 

Here is an example of generational sin.  It is amazing the times 

people say they will not be like their parents or 

grandparents, but they turn out to be just like them.  

Archelaus seemed to be just as cruel as his dad.  Can you 

think of some reasons children might say they do not want 

to be like their parents?  Is there something about your 

parents that caused you to say that you do not want to be 

like them? (You may not want to share this if they are 

doing this devotion with you.  Parents please do not ask.)  
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How many of us have found ourselves acting just like those 

we did not want to be like? 

This may sound hopeless, but it is not.  The reality is that God 

is able to break the cycle of sin that has destroyed families 

for several generations.  The key is to recognize it in 

ourselves, and turn to God for the answer.  If you see this 

need in your life, turn to page 39 and let God bring a 

transformation in your life.  If you have seen God break the 

cycle in your life, make sure and thank Him for what He 

has done.  

Prayer:  Heavenly Father, the examples that have been lived 

before us are not always what we would like to imitate.  

Thank you for the example we see in Your Son.  Help us to 

be like Him.   Amen. 

 

Sat. Dec. 11: Read Romans 15:13 

This week’s devotions have not been very pleasant for some 

families, because they recognized in their families at least 

one of the things that destroys peace in the home at 

Christmas.  However, I pray that you have not given up 

hope.  Now is not the time to give up on this year’s 

devotions.  It is when things seem the most hopeless that 

God does His greatest work.  Is there something we have 

looked at this week that you need God to work on in your 

life or in your home?  The issues that we saw that might 

destroy peace are sin, jealousy, stress, self-centeredness, 

and generational sins. 

Perhaps you might have a great home life, or at least a pretty 

good one.  Perhaps this is a time to look at the families 

around you.  Are there some people you can name that 

might not be anticipating home sweet home this Christmas?  

What might you do to help them? 

Prayer:  Father, thank you for what you are showing me about 

families.  Help me not only to have hope this Christmas, but 

to bring hope to others.  Amen.  
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Reflection 3 
(Audrey Wilson) 

 
"What does “Home for Christmas” mean to me?  My definition 

of Christmas has changed a lot over the years.  Though, things 

have been constantly changing and mixing up my daily life, my 

idea of Christmas time has always been one centered around 

family.  Whether family means my parents and siblings, or my best 

friends I only get to see during the holidays now, or my extended 

family that I haven't been able to celebrate with because of the 

pandemic, it's always an exciting and fulfilling time with people I 

love. 

I can also say that Christmas time is a good break from 

schooling, or from people on campus.  It's a good break from all 

the things I've been so unwaveringly focused on, and I like to use it 

as a time to recenter myself.  I have all this time now that I can use 

to focus on God and my relationship with him, that perhaps I've 

been neglecting throughout the schoolyear.  I have time to focus on 

all my relationships, and nurture them, like I haven't been able to 

do for months.  Christmas time is a time to reconnect with the 

people I love, with myself, and with God." 
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A New Kind Of Home 
(Light 2 purple candles and the pink candle each night this week) 

 

Four years ago, right after Christmas, my wife and I got on a 

plane to fly to Indonesia.  As we got on that plane, we 

knew that the next Christmas we celebrated would be 

unlike any we had celebrated before.  It was not that there 

would be no cold weather or even a slight possibility of 

snow.  We had spent Christmas in warm climates before.  

What would be different is that my wife and I would not be 

able to come home, and our family would not be able to 

join us. 

That Christmas in Indonesia we had a choice to make.  Would 

we let the fact we could not go home destroy Christmas for 

us, or could we find a way to experience what it means to 

be “Home for Christmas” even though we were many miles 

from home and without our family? 

As we go through our devotions this week, there are a couple 

of questions that will determine whether or not this week 

will be a week of joy for us and those around us.  First, are 

we willing to open our hearts and let others into our home, 

and second, are we willing to open our hearts and be drawn 

into a new home? 

   

 

 

Joy To The World 

 

Joy to the world! The Lord is come; 

Let earth receive her King. 

Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room, 

And heav’n and nature sing, 

And heav’n and nature sing, 

And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 

 

Joy to the world! the Savior reigns; 

Let men their songs employ. 
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While fields and floods,  

Rocks, hills and plains, 

Repeat the sounding joy,  

Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat, Repeat the sounding joy. 

 

No more let sin and sorrow grow, 

Nor thorns infest the ground. 

He comes to make 

His blessings flow, 

Far as the curse is found, 

Far as the curse is found, 

Far as, far as the curse is found. 

 

He rules the world, with truth and grace, 

And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness, 

And wonders of His love, 

And wonders of His love, 

And wonders, and wonders of His love. 

 

 

Sun. Dec 12:  Read Matthew 13:55 

Maybe my mind goes to some interesting places, but have you 

ever stopped to think that when Jesus came to Earth, he 

came into a family?  It did not have to be this way.  He 

could have just appeared as a full grown man, or even a 

teenager who just wandered in suddenly from the 

wilderness. 

Why do you think Jesus was born into a family?  What do you 

think family life was like for Jesus?   

In Hebrews 4:15 we are reminded that Jesus endured 

everything there is about being human.  He knows what it 

is like to be a child, and He knows what it is like to have a 

family.  Why might His ability to understand what it is like 

to be part of a family help us find joy in our homes? 
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Prayer:  Father, I thank You for letting Your Son experience life 

in a family. I know that He understands our needs and what 

we are going through.   Amen. 

 

Mon. Dec. 13:  Read Luke 2:4-7 

When we think of the word home, we often mean a building.  

When you think of home, what building do you think 

about? 

There is a phrase these days, “think outside the box”.  As we 

think about coming home for Christmas this year, I want 

you to think not outside the box, but outside the house.  As 

we see in the story of Jesus coming to be a part of a family, 

it had nothing to do with a building.  Jesus was actually 

born in a cave that was used for a stable.  This is where He 

became part of a family.  It would be a few years before He 

really had a permanent house to call home. 

Have you ever had a hard time celebrating Christmas because 

you were not in the house you think of as home?  That was 

what we faced in Indonesia and then 2 years later in Tonga.  

This Christmas I want you to remember, however, that 

home is where the heart is, even if that home is not a house.  

Rejoice not in a building, but in the people you get to spend 

Christmas with. 

Prayer:  Father, Thank You for the reminder that home for 

Christmas is not about a building.  Help me to remember 

that it is the people I call family that makes it home 

wherever I may be.  Amen. 

 

Tues. Dec. 14:  Read Luke 1:26-38 

When we think of home, and we think of family, we often limit 

our thoughts to those who are related to us genetically.  

However, in the story of Jesus, we find not only is home 

not limited to a particular building as we saw yesterday, but 

home and family is not limited to genetics.  Do you think it 

mattered to Joseph, that Jesus was not genetically his son? 

When you stop and think about home, home is really where 

you feel you belong and who you feel you belong with.  

This really opens up the possibilities as we think about 
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coming home.  That means that those who do not have 

traditional homes to come home to, still have a place where 

they belong.  Are there people in your life you are not 

genetically related to that still are a part of your family? 

If you have the kind of family that we are talking about today, 

then take time to give thanks to God for this gift in your 

life.  It may be that they are also thanking God for the gift 

that you are to their life.  If you are in need of this kind of 

family, let God know your need.  He believes family is 

important, and He will supply your need.    

Prayer:  Father, thank You for those You have brought into my 

life.  I thank You for those who are family because of my 

birth, but I also thank You for others who have become part 

of my family by love.  Amen 

 

Wed. Dec. 15:  Read Luke 2:8-15 

Think about how lonely it must have been to be a shepherd.  

Everyone else was home in bed at night, with their family 

gathered near.  The shepherds, however, were alone at 

night, tending to their sheep.  Would you have been jealous 

of those who were with their families?  What other 

emotions might you have felt? 

I wonder at Christmas how many people look at families out 

shopping, decorating their homes together, or see several 

cars parked in their neighbor’s drive, and they feel so 

alone?  Have you ever felt that way? 

It must have been amazing for the shepherds to be invited to 

celebrate the birth of Jesus with Mary and Joseph.  The 

shepherds were not family, yet there was room for them in 

the place Mary and Joseph were calling home for a few 

days.  How do you think the shepherds felt? 

I believe that in every family there is always room for one 

more.  In Indonesia our empty home became full of 

students at the Bible College that could not go home.  Let 

me encourage you to think about those around you who 

might be lonely this Christmas.  Could there be room for 

them in your home?    
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Prayer:  Father, forgive me for times I do not see the loneliness 

of those around me.  Help me to be aware of those around 

me that might need a home this Christmas, a place to 

belong.   Amen. 

 

Thurs. Dec. 16:  Read John 19:25-27 

When we think of Christmas, we do not usually think of 

someone being alone.  It is hard to imagine someone at 

home eating a TV dinner alone, while we are overeating 

amid the laughter with our families.  Do you know anyone 

like this? 

In our passage today we see just how important it was that no 

one be alone.  Here was Jesus making sure that His mother 

would not have to face the days ahead by herself.  Could 

you imagine your mother being alone? 

Perhaps this Christmas, if we listen, we will hear Jesus once 

again asking if someone will adopt a mother, or maybe a 

father.  It could also be a brother or sister, a child, or even a 

grandparent.  I do not believe that God desires that anyone 

be alone.  If we listen, we might just discover our family 

will get a little bigger this Christmas. 

Prayer: Father, I thank You for caring for those who are alone.  

Help us to share Your heart this Christmas. Amen. 

 

Fri. Dec. 17:  Read John 1:12-13 

Have you ever stopped to think that God created the church 

because He was so concerned that people have a family?  

In the early days of Christianity, and many times 

throughout history, people have discovered that when they 

came to accept Christ as their Savior, that their families 

disowned them.  Suddenly it seemed they had to choose 

between having the love and support of a family, and 

believing in Jesus. 

The church, however, is the answer to that conflict.  While the 

church is not meant to replace our families, what a 

wonderful family it becomes when our families are not all 

they should be.  It also becomes a place where we can learn 

just what a family can be as we let God have His way in us. 
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This Christmas, take time to thank God for the church family 

He has given to you.  Are you allowing them to be family 

to you?  Are you being family to those God has brought 

you together with in your church?  

Prayer:  Heavenly Father, thank You for my church.  At times I 

really need this family, and at times they really need me.  

Thanks for what You have brought together.  Amen 

 

 

 

 

Sat. Dec. 18:  Read Luke 1:38 

Mary’s response to God’s message that she would give birth to 

the Christ child seems so simple.  But allowing God to have 

His way in her life would cost her greatly.  How do you 

think Mary’s life was affected by her willingness to be 

open to what God wanted to do in her life?    

This week we have spoken of ways in which God can create 

families for people who have no place to really call home.  

It is easier to talk about this, however, than to really let God 

work in our lives.  It is hard at times to include others in 

our lives, because it may cost us.  What cost might be 

involved in bringing someone new into your family (not 

just financial cost)?   

It might also be hard to let someone draw you into their family.  

We may have been hurt in the past by those who were our 

family.  If we open our hearts to someone new, what 

guarantee do we have that we will not be hurt again?  Do 

you ever feel like this? 

The answer is being willing to love and be loved.  That will be 

our focus next week. 

Prayer:  Father, help me to trust You as Mary did.  May I be 

willing to open my heart to those You bring into my life.   

Amen. 
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Reflection 4 
(Kate Pinelo) 

  
Home for Christmas to me means memories from many years 

past and more recent years too.  It’s difficult to think about the 

present holiday without reminiscing about those sweet years when 

all my immediate family was still around the Christmas dinner 

table.  Family, food, gifts chosen especially for each loved one, 

Christmas cards sent and received, Christmas carols, handmade 

ornaments, happy anticipation and wonderful friends with which to 

celebrate the birth of Jesus!  



31 

The Home That Love Built 
 (This week we will light all four candles on the outside.) 

 

We have focused in our devotions this Christmas on what 

really provides a home to come home to at Christmas, but the 

question we must ask is “does God really care if we have a home 

to come home to?”  The answer to that can be found in Psalm 68:6.  

“God sets the lonely in families.”  God really does care. 

What amazing love God has for us.  He loves us so much that 

he desires that everyone have a place to call home, a place they can 

come home to and find unconditional love, someone who will 

believe in them, a forever kind of family.  

As we have looked at this subject this Christmas, what has God 

been saying in your life?  Has He been showing you how He can 

work in your family?  Has He been pointing out how you might 

extend your family to someone who needs a family?  Has He 

opened your eyes and heart to realize that He is faithfully 

providing you the family you need?   

 

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

 

Hark, the herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the new-born King! 

Peace on earth and mercy mild- 

God and sinners reconciled.” 

Joyful, all ye nations rise; 

Join the triumph of the skies. 

With th’angelic host proclaim, 

“Christ is born in Bethlehem.” 

Hark, the herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the new-born King!” 

 

Christ, by highest heav’n adored! 

Christ, the everlasting Lord! 

Long desired, behold Him come- 

Offspring of the Virgin’s womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 
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Hail th’incarnate deity, 

Pleased as man with men to dwell,  

Jesus our Immanuel! 

Hark, the herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the new-born King!” 

 

Hail, the heav’n born Prince of Peace! 

Hail, the Sun of Righteousness 

Light and Life to all He brings, 

Ris’n with healing in His wings. 

Mild He lays his glory by, 

Born that man no more may die, 

Born to raise the sons of earth, 

Born to give them second birth. 

Hark, the herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the new-born King!” 

 

Sun. Dec. 19:  Read John 3:16-17 

Because of His great love for us, God sent His Son Jesus.  How 

would you describe this love? 

On Dec 6th we spoke of the fact that sin is the biggest destroyer 

of family.  Not only does Jesus love us so much that He 

provides us the hope of eternal life, Jesus loves us so much 

that He saves us from the power of sin in our lives today.  

Have you experienced God working in your life to set you 

free from the power of sin?  If you need to know more 

about this power to be free from the control of sin in your 

life, you may turn to page 39. 

Remember, God made it possible for you to be set free from 

the power of sin because He loves you and your family.  

This week the question is, “how much do you love your 

family, and those God would add to your family?” 

Prayer:  Heavenly Father, thank You for loving me enough to 

send your Son Jesus.  May I respond by loving those You 

have placed in my family.  Amen. 
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Mon. Dec. 20:  Read Matthew 18:21-22 

It is getting close to Christmas, and last minute shopping is 

taking place.  Have you managed to get everyone the 

perfect gift?  Ok, so maybe that is a tough assignment, but I 

hope you have at least given it your best shot. 

As we think of gifts today, we must recognize that one of the 

greatest gifts we can give is forgiveness.  This is not only a 

gift that is highly sought after, it is also very useful.  What 

can happen in a family when we are willing to forgive 

wrongs done to us, or to those we love? 

Just as powerful as giving forgiveness is accepting that 

forgiveness.  Sometimes out of guilt, we cannot accept the 

forgiveness of others.  We think we must continue to be 

punished.  However, by holding on to the past we punish 

not only our self, but our families.  How might not 

accepting forgiveness from someone continue to hurt 

others? 

I cannot promise you a warm fireplace on a snowy Christmas 

day, but I can promise that with true forgiveness in the 

family, there will be a warm feeling this Christmas better 

than any Yule log could ever bring.  

Prayer:  Heavenly Father, I thank You for being willing to 

forgive my sins.  I thank You for enabling us to forgive as 

we have been forgiven by You.  Amen. 

 

Tues. Dec. 21:  Read Matthew 1:18-25 

Yesterday I asked you about the presents you were shopping 

for.  Today I want to ask you about something you might 

want to hang up this Christmas.  What kind of things do 

you hang up at Christmas? 

This Christmas you might want to hang up your pride.  Perhaps 

you could hang it in a dark corner somewhere or 

somewhere so high you can’t get to it.  In our scripture 

today, why did Joseph need to put away his pride? 

Joseph put his pride away because of his love for God, but I 

also believe because of his love for Mary.  Joseph could not 

stand to see her hurt. 

When you think of your family, which means more to you, 
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your pride or your family?  Yesterday we thought about 

forgiveness.  What often stands in the way of forgiving 

others or accepting their forgiveness is our pride.  Do you 

love your family enough to hang up your pride? 

Prayer:  Father, thank You for the example that Joseph set for 

us to follow.  Help us to love You and others more than our 

pride.  Amen. 

 

Wed. Dec. 22:  Read Luke 2:1-5 

Do you enjoy traveling at Christmas?  What trip at Christmas 

has been your favorite?  Do you have a least favorite 

Christmas trip? 

When we think of the journey of Mary and Joseph, we must 

understand that Mary did not have to make this journey.  

Men were expected to register, not women.  She could have 

said she needed to stay behind because of the coming birth 

of the child. 

When I think of Mary, I think of those who go the extra mile.  

Out of love, she went with Joseph so they could be together 

no matter what.  As we think of coming home for 

Christmas, it may be that to really have the kind of home 

we long for this Christmas, that some of us might just have 

to go the extra mile.  We might have to let someone have 

their own way.  We might even have to make the first steps 

in reconciling a relationship.  The question is, “do we love 

enough to make the necessary journey?” 

Prayer:   Father, You demonstrated in Your own Son what it 

means to go the extra mile. I cannot imagine all that it cost 

Him to come to earth for me.  May I have that kind of love 

for those You have gathered together as my family. Amen. 

 

Thurs. Dec. 23:  Read Luke 2:6-7 

Have you ever had to make do at Christmas?  We will always 

remember the year we first had salmon croquette.  It had 

snowed at my grandparent’s cabin so we could not get to 

the store.  We had to make do with what was there.  Years 

later salmon croquette is still on the menu to remind us that 

the food did not matter, what was important was being 
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together. 

 Have you ever had a Christmas experience where you had to 

make do?  If you did, how did your family react to the 

situation? 

As we read through the Christmas story in the next couple of 

days, we will be reminded of just how much Mary and 

Joseph had to make do.  Not only were they in a stable, but 

for family they made use of some shepherds in a near by 

field.  Yes, they had to make do, but the glory of the Lord 

was there, and peace and joy filled the place where they 

gathered. 

In just a couple of days now it will be Christmas.  Like Mary 

and Joseph, you may have had to make do this Christmas.  

You may not be at the home you wanted to be at, or you 

may have had to gather adopted family members around 

you, but if you have rejoice.  God in His great love for you, 

has provided.  

Prayer:   Father, thank You for all that You have provided for 

me this Christmas. Sometimes making do brings the best of 

memories.  Amen. 
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Reflection 5 
(Keith Haydon) 

 

For me, “Home for Christmas” meant a trip to Grandpa and 

Grandma’s house.  It was a nine hour drive each way to Coeur D 

Alene Idaho, but we didn’t mind.  When we pulled into their drive 

Grandpa would come running and act like we were the greatest 

thing he had ever seen.  I miss his hugs and pipe smoke enhanced 

kisses. 

Grandma would cook for days.  Every kind of food imaginable.  

Pumpkin and mince meat pies were a special treat.  She would also 

starch and iron the sheets on the bed.  To this day, anytime I get 

into a bed with crisp white sheets I am transported back to those 

idyllic days.  It’s funny the odd things that bring beautiful 

memories back.  

Most important was the family.  There were nineteen (19) 

grandkids!  We all loved each other so much and enjoyed the 

Christmas season.  I was right about in the middle in age, but I was 

the favorite!  (It seems Grandpa and Grandma had a gift for 

making each of us feel that way.)  

I miss those days and my Grandparents.  However, I am so 

happy they are in Heaven and were so instrumental in leading me 

to Jesus who, after all, was and is the reason for the season. 
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Christmas Eve 
(You may choose to light all four outside candles and the 

center Christ candle today or save this for Christmas Day) 

 

Fri. Dec. 24:  Read Matthew 1:18-2:12 

This is it.  Tonight is the moment in the movies where 

everybody is scrambling to get home, and they wonder if 

they will make it.  Will you be at home this Christmas? 

As we come to this night, I wonder what God has been doing in 

your life to help you come home this Christmas.  Let’s take 

some time today to recognize what God has been doing.  

Below is a set of questions to help us focus on what He has 

done. 

 

Has God brought healing in your family’s relationships? 

Has God brought your family together? 

Has God brought a change in your life? 

Has God opened your eyes to the needs of others? 

Has God provided you with a new “home”? 

Has God added family to your life? 

 

If you answered yes to any of these questions, then take time 

tonight to give God thanks for bringing you home this 

Christmas.  If you find yourself saying no to these 

questions but your heart is longing for yes, remember, that 

God has not finished working.  It is too soon to give up 

hope.  Christmas was just the beginning of what God was 

doing in Jesus. 

Remember, if you need God to work in your own heart, you 

may turn to page 39 for guidance. 

Prayer:   Father, I thank You for this Christmas season.  I thank 

You for the peace and joy that You have given to me and 

the love You have shared with me.  I thank You for the 

special work You have been doing in me and in my family.  

Amen. 
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Christmas Day 
(Light all 5 candles today) 

 

Sat. Dec. 25:  Read Luke 2:1-20 

Today is Christmas.  Today we celebrate the Christ who came 

into the world to save us from our sin.  He also came to 

save us from our selves and the mess we can make of our 

homes and our families.  He came to create in us a love like 

no other. 

Christmas could not be Christmas without love.  Who have you 

shown love to today?  How have you shown love today?  

Are there more ways that you plan on sharing love with 

others today? 

Most of all, have you experienced the love of your Heavenly 

Father today.  Remember, He is family.  He gave us the gift 

of His Son over 2,000 years ago, but He has not stopped 

giving gifts of love.  He has been busy around the home 

today, leaving you new gifts of love.  What gifts of love 

have you received from Him today?  Are you glad you can 

be at home with Him this Christmas? 

Prayer:  Father, I am amazed today as I think of what You have 

done in my life and family this Christmas.  Your love for me 

has been amazing.  No gift I could ever give could come 

close to what You have given me.  Amen. 
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The God of Hope 
 

You have turned to this page because you know you need God 

to work in your life and your family, but at the same time, “too 

good to be true” may be your thought as we talk about God 

transforming your life and your family.  “Things like that just do 

not happen to someone like me.” 

“Things like this just do not happen” is what everyone would 

have said about a virgin birth and the Son of God coming to Earth 

as a baby, but it happened.  God so loved you and me that He sent 

His Son.  Not just so that our sins can be forgiven, but that He 

might transform our lives and our homes.  2 Corinthians 5:17 says 

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has 

gone, the new has come!” 

If this is true, you may wonder, “How do I receive this new life 

and find the power that is needed in my home?”  To begin with, we 

must recognize that we are sinners.  As we read in Romans 3:23 

“All have sinned and come short of the glory of God.”  Already 

you know that this means you.  Through His Holy Spirit, God has 

already been convicting you of this.  You are a sinner, but you do 

not have to remain one. 

In 1 John 1:9 we read, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful 

and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 

unrighteousness.”  That simply means that He is just waiting for us 

to ask.  If we ask, He will forgive us. 

You may be thinking “that sounds great but let me get my life 

together first.”  The problem with that is that we cannot.  Until He 

breaks into our lives with His power, we cannot be free from the 

sin that holds us in bondage.  However, when we invite him into 

our lives, He will set us free.  John 8:36 tells us that “if the Son 

(Jesus) sets you free, you will be free indeed.” 

If you want this freedom, all you need do is ask.  Your prayer 

can go like this. “Father I know that I am a sinner.  Please forgive 

me of my sin.  I need your power to break free from sin.  Please 

come into my life with this power that I might discover the new 

life you have for me.  Thank you for hearing my prayer.  Amen.” 

If you have prayed this prayer in faith, God has forgiven your 
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sins and come into your life.  You are now a child of God.  He is 

ready to transform you and your home.  Your responsibility now is 

to put your life into His hands and under His control.  Remember 1 

Thessalonians 5:24, “The One who calls you is faithful, and He 

will do it.”   

 

If you have prayed and asked Jesus to come into your life, 

please let your pastor know so that he can be praying for you and 

offer you support in the new life that is ahead of you.  

 



41 

I pray that as we have gone 

through these devotions this 

year that God has enabled you 

to come home for Christmas.  

It may not have been in the 

traditional way, but God is 

faithful.  Let’s give Him 

thanks for what He has done.  

Merry Christmas 

 

Pastor Mark 


